
Reviews of “The Boy and the Box” and “The Girl and the Box” 

o “Both of these picture books are gems, perfect picture book masterpieces that echo 
the messages we try to convey in ‘A Girl Like You’ and ‘A Boy Like You’. I think these 
are likely the best partners for reading aloud. From textured illustrations to the 
thoughtful text, these books are new classics. Buy! Buy!! Buy!!!” 
 
- Frank Murphy, Author of ‘A Boy Like You’ and ‘A Girl Like You’ 
 

o “We have waited too long for The Boy and the Box. How special to read a story that 
lets boys know that they can show their emotions and that having feelings is nothing 
to be embarrassed about. As the story unwinds, the boy ignores the classic male 
expectations and becomes more whole by paying attention to and indulging his 
feelings. The authors have crafted a wonderful portrayal that nudges boys to free 
themselves and, in the process, discover a more complete life.” 
 
- Stephanie Harvey, Author, Educator and Advocate for Children’s Literacy 
 

o “The Girl and the Box is just what we need now, a clarion call to girls to reject the idea 
that they should be quiet, reserved, and compliant. The authors have crafted a 
powerful narrative that rings out to girls everywhere to stand tall, exude confidence 



and stay true to themselves. I only wish stories like this were around when I was a 
young girl. I can’t wait for my granddaughter (and kids all over) to get their hands on 
this book.” 
 
- Stephanie Harvey, Author, Educator and Advocate for Children’s Literacy 
 

o “Reading both The Girl and the Box and the Boy and the Box, I was struck by the 
many messages the stories hold. I read them consecutively and then concurrently, the 
cross-overs are attractive for the reader but also instructive - the boy and the girl can 
learn from each other and, with imagination and ingenuity, a box (and so many other 
things) can be much more than it appears to be. While the message of following your 
own path is crucial, the anti-stereotyping messages are equally important and well 
presented. It is the girl, after all, who is the astronomer, wanting to visit the moon, 
and also the engineer, building her own box (the boy finds his box). The decision to 
colour the Girl's book in blue and the Boy's book in yellow add to the shattering of 
stereotypical gender roles. The illustrations leave much to the imagination - a good 
thing - even on the pages without any illustrations at all. This is a welcome set of 
stories for readers, young and old.” 
 
- Dr. Wayne Burnett, ELC and Elementary Principal, Sampoerna Academy 
 



o “[The books] gave me goosebumps, truly they are beautiful. The powerful messages 
you’re weaving into these stories are exactly what kids need to hear as they are 
figuring out who they are and how they want to navigate this world.” 
 
- Abby Borth, Assistant Principal, New Mark Middle School, Missouri, US 

 
o “Shameer, I have just received your books and I am actually in tears... They are 

beautiful, they are everything I want to read to my children; you have captured my 
daughter in that book so perfectly. I just want to say thank you and I want these 
books into the hands of every educator and parent that I know. They are really, really 
and truly beautiful. Congratulations to you; they are a masterpiece!” 
 
- Emily Secomb, Early Childhood Educator 
 

o “I was really touched reading these wonderful books with such a beautiful message 
encouraging kids to believe in themselves and to listen to their inner voice. I wish I 
could have read them as a child and am so glad to be able to read them now with my 
kids… you created two masterpieces Shameer! So proud to know you!” 
 
- Verena Desai, mother of 3 children 

 



o “I was moved by the stories interwoven and moved by the powerful spirit and 
imagination of the boy and the girl. It is so important to follow one’s passion and we, 
as teachers, have a say in that. I am looking forward to read the books to our son …, 5 
years old and …, 3 years old…” 
 
- Markus Meyer, Secondary school teacher and father of two. 

 
o “I picked these two books up because of (i) definitely for the sheer love of buying 

books, and (ii) to support the very wonderful author (and lecturer of mine), who 
further cultivated my love of books with his ever-growing collection… 
 
These two books though seemingly similar, carries different struggles of each gender 
growing up as a child – especially so in the very Asian context of what we hear, and 
what people expect of us…” 
 
- Jane Zheng, Early Childhood Educator 

 
o “I absolutely love the book. It brought tears to my eyes. Now I need to get the girl 

one.” 
 
- Charlotte Goh, Executive Director, Playeum 



o “How so often, have we witnessed adults re-directing the young minds or stuffing their 
thoughts because adults know better given our experience and age… 
 
My favourite part of the books: 

BOY version: " He opened the box, slipped his tears in, and closed it tight, making sure 
everything stayed inside".  
 
Questions for my students: Aren't boys allowed to cry? Or display their emotions? 
 
GIRL version: "The girl came into the world small, but her spirit was big".  
 
Succinct content, relatable, encouraging words, reflection of young minds and 
specifically I like how the authors penned the inner thoughts of the BOY and the 
GIRL.... I absolutely love it and it's a worthy purchase.” 
 
- Santa Chia, Mother and Early Childhood Educator  

 
o “Congratulations Shameer, one of my best students who became a colleague and a 

good friend! So proud of you! These two books are great for initiating many 
discussions with kids about emotions and their needs and wants and dreams.” 
 
- Serene Chan, Child Development Specialist, Mom of six and Grandma of four 


